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T is Ordered by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, that 

the Thanks of this Houſe ſhall be, and are 
hereby given to the Lord Biſhop of Kilmore, 
for his Sermon preached before this Houle, 
the ſeventeenth Inſtant at Chriſt Church; 
and his Lordſhip is hereby deſired to Print 
and Publiſh the ſame;- and that no Perſon 
do preſume to Print the faid Sermon, but 
ſuch as his Lordſhip ſhall appoint. 


Hen. BAKER STERNE, Cler. Parliamentor. 
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AMOS IV. 11, 12. 


f have overthrown ſome of you, as GOD overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand pluckt out of the 
burning: yet - have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord. 
Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael: and becauſe J will 
do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy GOD, O Iſrael. 


Mos propheſied in the reign of Jeroboam ſon of 
Joaſh, king of Iſrael ; a warlike and enterprizing prince 
but unattentive to domeſtic policy, and the arts of civil 

life; and quite regardleſs of the worſhip, and honour of the 
GOD of his fathers: At a time too, when the manners of the 
Iſraelites were very diſſolute, and their practices extremely 
corrupt; which might be owing, in ſome meaſure,. to the 
influence of example, and their giving too eaſily into the 
faſhionable vices of the court: Or, however, to that relaxation 
in diſcipline, which is generally found. in ſtates, where Thoſe 
who preſide over them are more attentive to conqueſt, and 
perſonal glory; than to internal policy, and the purity of 
religious worſhip. | 


For theſe reaſons we perceive Amos to be very full, and 
circumſtantial in his; repreſentation of the particular ſituation 
of the Iſraelites at the time he propheſied ; and very open, and 


earneſt in publiſhing: the judgments of GOD upon his 


countrymen for their many, and great provocations : Upon 
the whole, he deſcribes them to be Such at the time he ſpeaks 
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ol, as were neither properly affected with a ſenſe of gratitude 


for the moſt ſignal Deliverances any people had ever received ; | 
nor capable of being reclaimed by a ſucceſſion of the moſt 
awful Warnings which could be given, and the ſevereſt 


| Judgments which had ever been inflicted, from their great 


and national impiety. 


Wir regard to the firſt, he in GOD as ſaying : 
& I deſtroyed the Amorite before them, whoſe height was like 
the height of the cedars, and he was ſtrong as the oaks; yet 


I deſtroyed his fruit from above, and his roots from 


beneath: I brought you up alſo from the land of Egypt, and 
led you forty years through the wilderneſs, to poſſeſs the land 


of the Amorite: and I raiſed up of your ſons for prophets; 


but ye commanded the prophets, ſaying, propheſie not: behold 
Jam preſſed under es as a Cart is W that is full of 


ſheaves.” 


Bur if Mercies did not affect them in a manner which 
might be expected, ſo: Judgments could not reform them 
for the purpoſes they were deſigned; and judgments of ſo 


ſingular and ſtriking, a kind, that they could be as little 


miſtaken as to the intention with which they were ſent, 
as they were ſevere in themſelves, and fatal in their 


conſequences: For indeed they were no leſs than theſe; 
Drought, famine, peſtilence, the ſword; and even the total 
overthrow of Phrtacular' places. L Siri 51 


ALLow me to o give you A brief. recital of theſe viſirations in 


Aus, I. 9. 55 
words, 


. 
words, which I am perſwaded ye will as little neglect, or 
forget; as ye can diſpute the authority from which they were 
delivered: “ For, ſaid the Lord by the prophet, I have 
withholden the rain from you, when there were yet three months 
to the harveſt, and I cauſed it to rain upon one city, and not 
upon another: I have ſmitten you with blaſting and milde w: 
when your gardens and vineyards, your fig trees and olive 
trees increaſed, the palmer- worm devoured them: I have given 
you cleanneſs of teeth in all your cities, and want in all your 
places: I have ſent among you peſtilence, and your young men 


have J ſlain with the ſword: I have overthrown ſome of you, 


as GOD d Sodom and Gomorrah; yet have ve not 
returned unto me.” 


IS it poſſible for words to deſcribe, or even imagination to 


conceive a ſeries -of judgrnents! more terrible, and afflictive, 


than theſe with which the Iffaelites were ſucceſſively viſited; 
from a gracious. defignr to make them ſenſible of their 
iniquities, that they might, in time, return to their duty, and 
prevent the ruin, which 'was © unavoidable under their former 


conduct? Tlie prophet, in his deſeription of theſe viſitations, 
ſeems to have! exerted all his powers ; and to have given the 


moſt animated, and heightened colouring, + as Well as the laſt 
— to. the- difſtreſsful ſeene. 
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Ix 1 to 1 too the remarkable fuddenneſs, as well 
as greatneſs of their deliverance, as a nation, from that ruin 


which had already overtaken, and overwhelmed particular parts 
af it; he, tells them by a very” bold, tho“ fartiliar” Alon: 
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advertin ng to repeated Warnin gs of the moſt ſingular and 


(4) 

« Ye were as a firebrand pluckt out of the burning, yet have 
ye not returned unto me; therefore prepare to meet thy 
GOD, O IIxrael.“ Your deliverance from utter ruin was 
effected at a time, when deſtruction was actually commenced 
againſt you; and when, without the immediate interpoſition 
of Providence, ye were in the utmoſt danger, and almoſt 
under an abſolute certainty of being inſtantly conſumed : Yet 
even This conſideration has not had its due weight with, or a 
proper effect upon you, therefore prepare yourſelves, either to 
approach GOD with the deepeſt humiliation, and ſincereſt 
repentance for what is paſt; or to expect, otherwiſe, the 
extremity of that wrath, which infinite Power enables, Juſtice 
requires him to execute. 


You perceive from the repreſentation here made, that 
the charge brought by the prophet againſt his countrymen, 
conſiſts principally of two parts, a charge of ingratitude in 
their omitting to make a ſuitable acknowledgment and return 


for many great and extraordinary Mercies, which they had 
received from GOD; and of , the, moſt ſhameful neglect, and 


inexcuſable ſtupidity (to call it by no worſe, a name,) in not 


uncommon kind; which had been given on purpoſe to apprize 
them of the imminent danger of their ſituation, and direct 
them to the only method which was 1 of nen its 


fatal conſequences. cr 


Mar I not already conclude that you anticipate my deſign, 
as to the Uſe which is intended to be made of the ſituation, 
and circumſtances of the Iſraelites at the time Amos uttered 
this 


Py ' 


EH) 
this prophecy? The parallel is of too intereſting, as well as 
ſtriking a nature, to paſs unnoticed by you: And would to 
GOD! there was leſs cauſe for your apprehending fo readily, 
and clearly, the juſtice, and propriety of the application. 


I. I ſhall therefore take occaſion from hence, to point out 
ſome great and extraordinary Mercies which GOD has 
vouchſafed, and Deliverances He has granted to the people 
of this land; and to remind you of the awful Notices which 


He has given, and continues to give us, of the danger of our 
preſent ſituation. 


II. Which will lead to an inquiry into the Uſe that has 
been made (as far as appearances allow us to form a 
judgment) of theſe national admonitions; and alſo into the 
fatal, and unavoidable conſequences of abuſing on one hand 


the Mercies, and deſpiſing, or neglecting, on the e the 
Warnings of GOD. 


IT is not my deſign to prove to you at this time GOD's 
ſuperintendency in the affairs of this world, and that nations, 
-as well as private perſons, depend upon his Providence for 
their preſervation and proſperity; but only to remind you 
that He is, ſometimes pleaſed, either from judgment, or 


mercy, to interpoſe viſibly in the occurrences of particular 


ſtates: And that He has ſhewn, upon many occaſions, 
extraordinary inſtances of his kindneſs, from the latter 
motive, to the people of this land, 
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TT is certain that GOD was pleaſed to communicate the 
greateſt of all bleſſings, the light of the Goſpel, very early to 
the inhabitants of this iſland; at lateſt, within few centuries 
from the apoſtolic age: Now if we conſider what large, and 
extenſive tracts of country are, even yet, ſhut out from this 
ſalutary light; and how miſerable their fituation, in great 
meaſure, for want of this ſaving knowledge, as well with 
regard to matters of a civil, as ſpiritual concern; We cannot 
be too early, or warm in our acknowledgments for the 
unmerited preference ſhewn, in this inſtance, to the inha- 
bitants of our land. 


War, thro' the inundation of barbariſm, and that 
thick cloud of Gothic darkneſs which afterwards overſpread 
the whole face of Chriſtendom, the very memory of letters 
was, for a time, almoſt effaced in it; and, in conſequence 
thereof, Ignorance, the fruitful parent of ſuperſtition, had 
introduced into religion ſuch rites, as bore a ſtrong 
reſemblance to the former ſtate of Paganiſm among us; 
It happened from a cauſe (into the merits of which we ſhall 
not now enter) that an effect however enſued; which reſcued 
us from that intolerable yoke of ſpiritual tyranny, which. 
neither we, nor our fathers were able to bear: from this 
chaos ſprang new light: Chriſtianity. was brought nearer, 
than for a long time before, to the Goſpel-ſtandard ; and 
placed upon ſo reformed a foundation, as prepared the way, 
for that degree of purity in which, we truſt, we are able 
to prove it is at preſent profeſſed among us. 


Ar no very diſtant period our liberties, as well as the 
| eſtabliſhed: 
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eſtabliſhed religion of our country, were brought into the 
utmoſt danger by men of different views, and actuated by 
different motives: In the former inſtance alluded to, the 
plan of government, as well in the ſtate, as church, ſeemed 
Tretrievably gone; when it pleaſed GOD to bow the hearts 
of the whole people, even as the heart of one man; and 
to unite perſons of the moſt oppoſite intereſts and principles, 
to concur in their endeavours to bring Both back to their 
original conſtitution. 


In the latter caſe, and which is more recent m 
remembrance; an attempt was made as open, and avowed, 
as it was unconſtitutional, and illegal, to introduce even an 
idolatrous religion among us in the place of a pure and 
reformed worſhip; and to ſubſtitute arbitrary will in the 
room of juſt and equal laws.—It is owing to the laudable 
fpirit which was raiſed, and. exerted at that remarkable _aera, 
(under the auſpices of a Prince, whoſe memory is deſervedly 
treated with that reſpect which becomes a grateful, and 
ſhews a diſcerning people,) that we can now fit down 
fecurely under our own vine, and under our own fig: tree; 
and are not forced to hold our property upon the pre- 
carious tenure of One man's will and caprice : — That we 
are permitted to aſſemble quietly together in this holy place, 
and upon this ſolemn occaſion, to return thanks to GOD 
for theſe ineſtimable mercies; and. to worſhip Him, as 
becomes rational creatures, in ſpirit and truth, without 
being obliged to fall ſenſeleſſy down to bones and relicks, | 
or ſaints and images; and as vainly, as ſervilely, to implore 
ſuch impotent interceſſion with the Father of ſpirits, for the | 
pardon of our manifold, and great offences. | 


LET 


(8) 


Lr me obſerve farther to you; that GOD is ſcarce 
leſs gracious in pointing out the Means of preſerving, and 
continuing his Mercies to us; than in the very Act of 
conferring them: And, among other inſtances of his favour 
to this land, He has not been ſparing of thoſe Notices, 
which have uſually been the fore-runners of great events 
in the courſe of this world; and actually did precede the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem: And ſuch were wars, and rumours 
of wars, famines, peſtilences, and earthquakes in divers places. 


FOR are not the preparations for war, on every ſide, 
ſo immenſe and formidable; that even the fiction of the 
heathen Poets, in their iron age of the world, concerning 

Juſtice, is now, in a manner, realized of Peace; which 
ſeems, at preſent, ſo entirely to have quitted the earth, as 
if ſhe never again intended to reviſit us? Are not thoſe, 
whom we lately called our friends,” (and ſome of which owe, 
in great meaſure, their political exiſtence to Us) leagued, 

| at this time, againſt our country by ſuch ſtrange, and 
unnatural combinations; as if the Very Stars, in their 

14 courſes, fought againſt our King, and his Allies: 

4 I had almoſt ſaid, OUR KING, and HIS ALLY. 

But tho' ſingle, to be oppoſed to numbers: As worthy of 

the alliance, as deſerving of the confidence of the beſt 

i | of Princes: An aſſertor and vindicator of the natural rights, 

and. privileges of mankind : The common guardian of the 
liberties of Europe, civil and religious. 
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THe univerſal MEE and finiſhed character: So accom- 
* in * branch of ſcience, that it is difficult to ſay 
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in which he excells moſt; and yet ſo perfect in each, as 
if he made one only, the ſtudy and buſineſs of his life. 
A philoſopher in the cloſet, a ſtateſman in the cabinet, 
an hero in the field. Born another Caeſar; to write, as 
well as conquer; to deſcribe, as well as execute vaſt deſigns. 
But, amidſt all the terrors and ravage of war, ſuſceptible of 
the moſt exquiſite impreſſions from an uncommon reliſh for 
the finer arts, and a taſte for every liberal accompliſhment : 


And, what is ſtill more wonderful, beyond almoſt any of his 
time, Himſelf a proficient in All. | 


* 


HE lifts the word & Juſtice, but to Es the Gale, and 
hold the ballance even: Not like the Madman of the eaſt, 
or north, from falſe ambition, or furious revenge; ; headlong 
confidence, or wild deſpair. Unbroken by adverſe fortune, 
and not elate with the moſt proſperous, He endures hard- 

ſhips and fatigue, i in common, with the loweſt ſoldier of his 
army; and thoſe Such, as nothing but His own example 
could animate even Them to bear. Fluſhed with victory, 
and crowned with ſucceſs; He, at this hour, holds out the 
olive of Peace; z and, prefers it, even, to the faireſt laurels, 
which wreath the brow of Conqueſt, —— hut we will 
quit in time a ſubject, to be dwelt upon with pleaſure: 1 
To attempt to do juſtice to a character like This, would 
be plainly to injure it. His actions will be heard with 
aſtoniſhment, read with delight, and ſcarce credited, without 
ſome degree of diffidence, by lateſt poſterity. — Therefore 
to Hiſtory's faithful page we conſign them, as 4 ſubject, in 
future times, the moſt fit to dignify, and adorn it. 
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To return from this digreſſion, if it ſhall be thought 
ſuch. In a country moſt cloſely connected with Us in 
the ſame intereſts and views; did not the beaſts, but lately, 
groan, and the herds languiſh? When the deſtruction was 
fo great among the cattle, that the thinking, and ſerious, 
trembled for Man; and public n were offered up 
to GOD for averting this fore calamity.— The late 
dreadful, and extenſive earthquake, made ſuch an univerſal 
impreſſion on the minds of men, as cannot yet; and we hope 
never will be worn out: The traces of its deſolation are 
very viſible, and equally terrible at. this hour. In countries 
where it was felt molt ſeverely, it 44 like death,. the 
great leveller of all human diſtinctions: Inſomuch, that from 
the wealthieſt prince in Chriſtendom, to the pooreſt ſubject 
in his dominions, there is, as yet, no reſt for the ſole of 
their feet; no ſecurity from ſhelter above, or foundations 
beneath; their hearts till failing them, alike, thro? fear, and 
from nen, of Ny Sitter Mock. e 2 
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Ir We were not, 60D be thanked, reduced to. a ſtate 
of famine ;' yet we certainly © were under Just a * abbrebenfions 
of ſuffering all the Tigours of that dire calamity: When, but 
very lately, its harbingers (dearth; ſcarcity, diſtreſs, and 
inclement ſeaſons,) made their menacing appearance among 
Us: And, in the language of the prophet, 40 The meat 
was cut off before our eyes, and the ſeed Totten | under 
| their' clods; the garners were laid deſolate, the barns broken 
down the corn withered,” — —— Without deſcending to 


ar particulars, and deliverances which the wiſdom, and 
Joel. I. 16. . 
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piety of the Legiſlature has thought fit to perpetuate by 
the moſt ſolemn appointment; We cannot, upon a general 
view either of the Mercies, or Judgments of GOD towards 
this land, poſſibly look upon ourſelves in any other light, 
than © as a firebrand pluckt out of the burning.” But it 


is the moſt material conſideration upon the occaſion ; whe- 


ther, in this perilous ſituation, we have yet returned unto 
the Lord? For we muſt, otherwiſe, prepare to meet him; 
and expect He will execute that puniſhment, which in mercy 
He has fo long delayed, with ſeverity upon us. 


II. Which . to an inquiry into the Uſe that has 
been made, (as far as appearances allow us to form a 
judgment) of theſe national admonitions; and alſo into the 
fatal, and unavoidable conſequences of abuſing, on one hand, 


the Mercies, and deſpiſing, or negleQng, on the _—_ the 
Warnings of GOD. 5 


IN the firſt TY then; Has our advancement in Chriſtian 
knowledge born a proportion to the long time, we have 


enjoyed the light of the Goſpel? And, eſpecially, Is our 


practice conformable to the purity, in which it is profeſſed 
among us? If the caſe be really otherwiſe; there is too 
much reaſon to fear, that what has already happened to 
the Aſiatic, may, e're long, happen to the Weſtern churches; 
and that GOD. for our long unfruitfulneſs under the means 


of grace, the knowledge of the Goſpel, may be provoked to 
withdraw even the light of it from Us. — Has the 


preſervation of the conſtitution in church, and ſtate, been 
the object of our attention; and, as it juſtly ought, of our 


unfeigned 
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unfeigned thankfulneſs to GOD, for the continuance of fo 
important a bleſſing? Has this conſideration had the effect, 
which might reaſonably be expected from it, of compoſing 
our differences, and healing animoſities; and, thereby, of 
uniting us in our endeavours to preſerve this Conſtitution 
entire for the future? Is there not, otherwiſe, juſt cauſe to 
apprehend, that GOD may permit our unnatural diviſions to 
take their uſual courſe; and, in the end, to be introductive 
(as they more than once have been) of anarchy and confuſion 
into the ſtate; and ſuperſtition and idolatry into religious 
ſervice ? 


Has the remarkable plenty of the late harveſt, almoſt 
as unexpected, as it was undeſerved, been the occaſion of 
exciting in Us a proper ſenſe of gratitude to our gracious 
Benefactor, for ſo ſeaſonable a ſupply; and of expreſſing this 
ſenſe in a manner the moſt conducive' to His glory, and 
the relief of our fellow-creatures ? Inſtead of cauſing diſſipa- 
tion, and adminiſtring to luxury, and exceſs; has it produced 
calm reflection, and that prudent oeconomy, which is the 
parent of liberality, and ſource of beneficence ? Without 
effects like theſe from ſo extraordinary a cauſe, (but, 
eſpecially, if the contrary ſhall be found to proceed from 
it,) we muſt expect, as we have experienced the bounty; 
that we ſhall, in our turn, feel the ſeverity of That Hand, 
which maketh a fruitful land barren, for the vices of its 
inhabitants, 
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Lr us put this important / queſtion to ourſelves:—Are 
we at this time afſembled, rather from - reverence towards 
GOD, than thro' fear of Men; more from a conviction 
of the guilt of our ſins, than an apprehenſion of the 


danger into which they have brought us? For if we 


approach GOD's preſence, only; or, chiefly; from - intereſted 
motives; we. cannot expect He, Will be favourable to our 
prayers: But if to ſincerity, we add contrition, of heart; 
then, and only then, we may humbly hope He will be 


gracious to our petitions: That He will be our protector, 


and defender, and mighty deliverer from the enemy and 
avenger; and that the return He will make to us, will not 
be unlike That to his own people: O Iſrael, Thou! haſt 
deſtroyed thyſelf, but in Me is thine help.” 


Has it been our care, to make the late folemn ſeaſons of 
public humiliation anſwer the intention, and end of their ap- 
pointment? And, particularly, that the good reſolutions we tlien 
entered upon, ſhould have a ſuitable effect upon our conduct 


ſince? „ Or were they only as the morning cloud; and as 


the early dew that paſſeth away ; ; as the chaff that i is driven 
with the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the ſmoak out 
of the chimney ?” If our devotion cloſed, and its effects too 


ceaſed, with the ſervice of the particular days; or if we 
thought, by our attendance upon GOD's houſe at thoſe times, 
to atone for, perhaps, a notorious. neglect of it dre and 
ſince: : We may indeed deceive ourſelves, and others, but 
cannot poſſibly impoſe upon GOD therein; Who will then 
rank us in the claſs of ſuch, as draw nigh unto Him with 


their lips, while their heart is far from Him: And, to the 
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many charges to be juſtly” nere againſt us, we ſhall add 
the moſt aggravating of all others; That nl en 1 — 


8 1 


hypocrites before Him $i mot ortet 1; 


TI 8HALL cloſe my 1 upon this peu occaſion, 
with ſome few obſervations immediately 0 to it. 


fT WE are here aſſembled, in conſequence of a wiſe and 


pious appointment of public authority, to proſtrate ourſelves, 

with all humility, before the Great Lord of heaven and 

earth; under a deep ſenſe. of our unworthineſs, and that 

heavy load of national guilt, which the manifold and crying 

ſins of this nation have brought upon Us.——The reformation 

of the Whole muſt begin, and can only be accompliſhed, by : 
the reformation of Individuals. © 


Le r, then every. one preſent recollect; what his 
reſolutions were® upon the late folemn Faſts, and what 
his behaviour has ſince been. If the latter has been ſuch, 
as approves itſelf to his conſcience ;- let him humbly intreat 
GOD to enable him, to perſevere ſteadily therein: But if 
the contrary appears ; let him examine with ſincerity, tho 
with ſome degree of diffidence, the ſtate of his heart: Let 
him, at leaſt, increaſe his caution for the time to come; and 
be particularly watchful in guarding againſt temptations to 
which he is moſt expoſed, and the fins, which, from conſti- 
tution, or habit, too eaſily beſet him: Let him pray earneſtly 
to GOD for an extraordinary meaſire. bf” aſſiſtance, to 
ſtrengthen his weak endeavours, and confirm him in good 
reſolutions ;, under a conyiction, that profeſſions will be uſeleſs, 
upon this occaſion, without a ſuitable conduét; and chat both 
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ber can only make the _ An ſarriceable to our- 
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Tn E method of Wilen 3 in general, been uniform 
from the beginning, and will continue to be fo, to the end 
of the world: The nature of GOD, and the eſſential 
difference between good, and evil, require; that Virtue ſhould, 
in its conſequences, be productive of happineſs, either here, 
or hereafter : And Vice, of miſery; both in the enjoyment, 
and end. There is national, as well as perſonal, guilt : 
The latter may meet with its deſerts, here, Or, hereafter ; 
the former can be puniſhed only in This world: Since 
nations, as ſuch, will have no exiſtence in the next, + 


AccoRDINGLY, experience confirms, what authority 
declares; that nations, which repented upon proper notices, 
have ever found mercy with GOD; as was the caſe of 
that great city, the city Nineveh : While ſuch as refuſed, 
or neglected, to attend to theſe notices, always felt the 
puniſhment with which they were threatened, and met the 
fate they deſerved. —— The deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the 
circumſtances which accompanied it, are familiar to you. 


Bur the prophet's deſcription of the overchrow of Babylon, 


is ſo animated, and ſublime, that I cannot omit giving it 


in his own words: © BABYLON, the glory of kingdoms, 


the beauty of the Chaldees excellency, ſhall be as when 
GOD overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah: It ſhall never be 
inhabited, neither ſhall it be dwelt in from generation to 
generation: Neither ſhall the Arabian pitch tent there, 
neither ſhall the ſhepherds make their fold there, But 
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wild beaſts of the deſart ſhall lie there; and their houſes 
ſhall be full of doleful creatures, and owls ſhall dwell there. 
Her time is near to come, and her days ſhall not be 
prolonged.” '$19999 tui eil aun 19: 1 R 


Mercy abufed, is, of all others, the higheſt provocation : 
The ſpirit of GOD will not always: ſtrive with nations, any 
more than with particular perſons: For there Is a time 
when mercy will ceaſe, and judgment muſt ſucceed. —— 
How ſoon it may happen in our caſe, GOD only knoweth! 
hut if we candidly examine the preſent ſtate of our 
country, either as to religion, morality, or private oeconomy z | 
the wiſe and conſiderate will think, the diflipated muſt fear 
That Time may be near to come; even the moſt ſanguine 
cannot hope, it will be prolonged. 

I SHALL: detain you with only one conſideration more 
upon a point too important, and intereſting, to be paſſed s 
over in ſilence. Harmony and concord are not only expe ; 
dient, as being agreeable to nature and reaſon, and enforced 
by additional ſanctions under the Goſpel; but they. ſometimes 
become neceſſary, even, from principles of - ſound policy: 

When, for inſtance, the circumſtances. of any people are 
ſuch (either with regard to interior conſiderations, or the 
ſituation of neighbouring powers,) as to make Theſe a duty, 
more particularly incumbent upen that people at one time, 
than another. It then behoves them very ſeriouſly to reflect, 
that a kingdom, any more than a houſe divided againſt 
itſelf, cannot ſtand : That union is the firmeſt bond of 
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ſociety 1 


PT 
ſociety z the beſt ſecurity againſt foreign enemies, and the 
moſt likely means to procure the bleſſing of GOD upon 


endeavours, to reſtore, and perpetuate peace at home. 
The application of this doctrine is left to Yourſelves : You 
will not miſtake it: You cannot miſapply it. 


TO conclude in the ſpirit, and almoſt in the words of a 
collect of the church, very ſuitable to the preſent occaſion : 
O LORD, we beſeech Thee favourably to hear the 
prayers of thoſe, who now proſtrate themſelves before Thee 
that we, who at this time are juſtly puniſhed for our offences, 
may, by Thy merciful goodneſs, and the aſſiſtance of Thy 
Holy Spirit co-operating with our weak and frail endeavours, 
be delivered from the burthen of our fins; and the certain 


conſequences of them (unrepented of, and unamended,) Thy 
diſpleaſure, here, and hereafter :——Grant this, for the glory 


—— 


of Thy name, thro' Jeſus Chriſt; to Whom with Thee, and 


the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed praiſe and dominion, now and 
ever ! | 


THE END. 
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